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Westminster City Council Approves 
Novera Business District

Pedestrian Connectivity
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chuck Chapman Cos. received unanimous West-
minster City Council approval Oct. 24 for the 
Novera Business District (previously named 
Foster Farms). The preliminary development 

plan for the 80-acre property abutting 
Interstate 25 north of 136th Avenue is 
aligned with the city of Westminster’s 
vision as a key employment hub and 
major northern gateway to the city. 
Proximity to the St. Anthony North 
Health Campus makes it ideal for 
medical office, research and develop-
ment labs, medical facilities and retail 
users. The Novera vision creates a vi-
brant employment center, attracting 
high-profile tenants; is a catalyst for local investment, 
job creation, additional sustainable tax base; and creates 
a new and expanded employment base for the city of 
Westminster.

The Novera Business District master plan:
• Responds to the ongoing changing demand for of-

fice and employment uses, accelerated by the COVID-19 
pandemic, and brought about by rapidly expanding in-
ternet communication and information sharing that has 
dramatically changed the nature of work in many indus-
tries, and is also a response to continuing significant 
job growth in the health care and life sciences industry 
along the Front Range. 

• Supports important public policy by creating oppor-
tunities for employment and job growth in a mixed-use 
campus setting with a focus on land use diversity, mul-
timodal transportation, connectivity and sustainability. 

• Creates a unique sense of place and identity with di-
verse uses in an environmentally and economically sus-
taining setting. 

Guiding principles for Novera include: 
• Creating an integrated open space system and multi-

modal transportation network. Including access to pub-

lic transit, access to regional recreation, and an intercon-
nected bicycle and pedestrian trail system that improves 
walkability and safe, convenient pedestrian access.

• Maintaining Westminster’s high-quality design and
community character with development that maintains 
the enhanced public realm and architectural character 
of the community while considering limited natural re-
sources.

• Using sustainable design and construction practices,
with a focus on site, infrastructure, landscape and build-
ing design. 

A business improvement district has been approved by 
City Council for Novera.

As with most large-scale, phased developments, this is 
an important finance mechanism needed to construct 
and maintain the infrastructure necessary to support 
the business district in the current competitive envi-
ronment. In this case, the primary focus of Novera is on 
commercial and nonresidential development types. In 
addition to having traditional governmental powers to 
finance, construct, operate and maintain public infra-
structure, BIDs are a means to improve business attrac-
tion and retention, further enhancing the competitive-
ness of Novera Business District within the marketplace 
by allowing it to attract and retain desirable businesses 
and tenants.

Novera is the largest vacant, contiguous property in 
Westminster with significant I-25 visibility, which is 
beneficial for office, hospitality and commercial devel-
opment. Adding daytime population will further ener-
gize Westminster’s North I-25 Focus Area. To finally ac-
complish these entitlement milestones for Novera took 
a collaborative effort with numerous stake holders: city 
officials and staff, designers and consultants. According 
to Eric Chekal, vice president with Schuck Chapman 
Cos., “All involved are looking forward to the next evo-
lutionary stage of this property, bringing Novera to mar-
ket. The city of Westminster and Schuck-Chapman Cos. 

Craig Karn 
President and 
Founder,  
Consillium Design

Novera
nova: L. novus-new
vera: L. verus-true, faith
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have invested a lot of resources into the area surround-
ing Novera and in the entitlement process to achieve a 
common vision. We have faith in this new planning and 
design approach and are very excited to soon realize 
the results of this investment with the vertical develop-
ment of Novera.”

Consilium Design will continue to be integrally in-
volved with the design and development of Novera as 
will Craig Paton with Transwestern, who is leading the 
marketing and brokerage responsibilities.\\

TOP:

Sustainable architecture and regenerative landscape

BOTTOM:

Multimodal transit
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OUR SUCCESS 

IS BUILT FROM 

PREPARATION. 

See how we collaborate 
at: fransenpittman.com

Place made.

ARCHITECTURE + INTERIOR DESIGN

Hyatt Centric Downtown Denver




